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It gives me great pleasure to send my warmest
New Year greetings to the staff and readers of
The Perth Express, and to wish you all the very
best for 2017.

We have just finished what was a remarkable
year. Trade agreements moved Australia towards
more open engagement within our region, and
regulatory reform coupled with investment in
infrastructure, education, and research, set us on

a path to more growth and prosperity.

Internationally, we witnessed great shifts in the
politics of some Western democracies, continued
transformation of the global economy, and
increased openness and connectivity between

peoples.

I am filled with enormous optimism that
Australia remains a harmonious society despite
ongoing conflict around the world. We are lucky
to be a nation enriched by people of all faiths,

cultures and backgrounds.

In 2017, and beyond, it is our challenge to take
advantage of the exciting opportunities before
us: to embrace new ideas, harness new sources

of growth, and to nurture our greatest asset -

the creativity and the ingenuity of our diverse

communities.

In this, Japanese Australians have much to offer,
by bringing fresh perspectives and valuable

links with people and institutions overseas.

I am proud to continue the long tradition
of amity and cooperation with Japan, and I
acknowledge the special role played by the
Japanese Australian community in strengthening
the friendship between the people of our two

nations.

As we look to 2017, we can do so with immense

gratitude and high hopes for our shared future.

With these thoughts in mind, I wish everyone
a very Happy New Year and a 2017 filled with

excitement and opportunity.
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