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Let me begin by wishing The Perth Express
readers a Happy New Year, before saying a few
words of greeting for the New Year on behalf

of the Consulate-General of Japan in Perth.

Western Australia is an important source of
natural resources and agricultural products
for Japan, including wheat, LNG and iron-
ore, but it also enjoys the benefit of Japanese
investment, vital to the development of the
state, in addition to the import of various
products such as vehicles and construction
machinery. The relationship between
Japan and Western Australia is a truly
complementary one.
In January 2015, the Japan-Australia
Economic Partnership Agreement came into
effect, followed in October by in-principal
agreement on the TPP negotiations. We look
forward to seeing the increased impetus that
this will bring to the growth of this business

relationship between Japan and WA.

This coming April, Perth will host LNGIS8 -
the 18th International Conference & Exhibition
on Liquefied Natural Gas, expected to draw
thousands of senior LNG officials from around
the world. I understand that there will also
be a number of other significant economic
conferences taking place in Perth over the
coming year. In addition to the traditionally
strong ties in areas of natural resources,
energy and agriculture, it is my expectation
that the economic relationship between WA
and Japan can only increase in scale in many
other fields also, as the Australian Government

concentrates its efforts on boosting innovation.

Taking a brief look back on the past year in the

WA-Japan friendship, there were a number of
events held to promote a deeper appreciation
of Japanese culture. The 2nd Japan Festival
Matsuri in Perth took place in March, and
was a highly successful event, attracting
over 15,000 people. It greatly pleases me to
see the way in which the friendship is being
strengthened through events such as this
and other opportunities which showcase the

Japanese culture.

This year, the WA-Hyogo Sister State and the
Broome-Taichi Sister City relationships will
celebrate their 35th anniversaries. There will
be a special celebration of the WA-Hyogo
anniversary during the upcoming 3rd Japan
Festival Matsuri in Perth on February 27.
Plans are being made for stage performances
by authentic Maiko from Kyoto, and a
performance troupe from Hyogo Prefecture.
This year will also see the start of a program
to bring 200 university students each year
from Tokyo City University to study in Perth
in cooperation with Edith Cowan University.
Such youth exchange must be encouraged, and
we will promote and facilitate this wherever
we can through opportunities such as the Japan
Exchange Teaching Programme and study

exchange programs and scholarships.

Of course, I should also take this opportunity
to mention that two people were recognized
here in WA last year for their efforts to foster
a deeper and stronger relationship between
Western Australia and Japan. The first, Mr
Patrick D. Whight, received the Order of
the Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Rosett e,
in recognition of his efforts to bring our
two countries closer together as the former
President of the Australia Japan Society of WA.
The second was the Deputy Vice Chancellor
for Community Engagement at UWA,
Professor Kent Anderson, who was awarded
the Foreign Minister’s Commendation in
recognition of his work to deepen the level of
mutual understanding between Australia and

Japan through Japanese language education.

In the current international climate, one of
the challenges for the Japanese Government
is ensuring the safety of Japanese nationals
around the world. In line with the
recommendations of the advisory committee
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on
strengthening safety measures for Japanese
expatriates, the Consulate-General of Japan
will strive in the coming year to do this for
all Japanese nationals living here in Western
Australia. I would ask for your cooperation
in this endeavour over the coming year, and
to helping us make the Japan-WA friendship

stronger than ever.



