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I am delighted to convey my best wishes for

the New Year to the Japanese community of
Western Australia and to all the readers of The
Perth Express.

Western Australia and Japan enjoy a long
and prosperous partnership, reflective of the
State’s economic evolution from predominantly
agricultural based to a globally significant
energy and resources hub.

Japanese workers first came to Australia in the
1880’s to participate in Western Australia’s
pearling industry centred in Broome. Since then
Japanese interests in our State have expanded
across the agricultural and resources sector.
Today, Japanese interests are represented in
some of Western Australia’s major resource
projects, particularly LNG, and Japan itself
continues to be the State’s second largest trading
partner.

I look forward to welcoming Western
Australia’s Japanese LNG partners and
associated energy companies to Perth for
LNGI8, the world’s largest LNG exhibition and
forum to be held in April this year. Japan is
Western Australia’s largest buyer of LNG.

Last year was momentous for the advancement
of free-trade opportunities between Japan and
Australia. In January 2015, the Japan-Australia
Economic Partnership Agreement entered
into force and in November the Trans Pacific

Partnership Agreement negotiations were
concluded; of which Australia and Japan are two
of the 12 nation parties. Both Agreements will
benefit Japan and Western Australia through
enhanced market access increasing trade
opportunities across the State’s diversifying
economy.

Western Australia and Japan also enjoy a lasting
friendship demonstrated by the longstanding
Sister State relationship with Hyogo Prefecture.
This relationship has resulted in many
exchanges including the Banshu Fashion
Textile Exchange Program. In its fifth year, the
2014/2015 participants exhibited their designs at
the Western Australian Museum. I look forward
to seeing the work produced by the 2015/2016
designers when they travel to Japan at the end of

January this year.

In November 2015, two Perth runners
participated in the Kobe Marathon representing
Western Australia as part of the Sister State
relationship. Chris O’Neill ran 15th in the
men’s division and Renae Lloyd ran a
commendable 53rd in the women’s division.
This is an outstanding achievement as over
19,000 runners participated in the marathon.
This year I look forward to welcoming two
runners from Hyogo who will participate in
the Perth Marathon as part of the Sister State
Marathon Exchange Program.

This year will also mark the 35th Anniversary
of the Hyogo Prefecture - Western Australia
Sister State Relationship and I look forward
to the events planned for commemorating this

milestone.

I wish you all a joyous, safe and prosperous New
Year and may 2016 bring happiness and health
for all The Perth Express and its readership.
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