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I wish readers of The Perth Express a happy and
prosperous new year.

Japan is one of our closest partners across the
spectrum of our relations, truly befitting the
‘special strategic partnership’ which we affirmed
in July last year. Australia and Japan share
common interests, and common values. We are
both democracies, committed to freedom, the
rule of law, human rights and free trade.

This year the Australia-Japan relationship has
reached new heights, starting with the entry
into force of the Japan Australia Economic
Partnership (JAEPA) in January.

Our second-largest trading partner, Japan is also
our largest source of foreign direct investment
from Asia. We are delighted JAEPA is providing
new opportunities for individuals and businesses
in both countries as will the recently concluded
Trans Pacific Partnership.

In April, I visited Japan to attend the Pacific
Islands Leaders’ Meeting, a Japanese initiative
to bring together the nations of the Pacific for
talks on regional development and issues of
mutual interest. I visited the Tohoku region
during the visit, and saw firsthand the impressive
reconstruction effort that has taken place since
2011.

More recently, Defence Minister Payne and 1
hosted Foreign Minister Kishida and Defence
Minister Nakatani, for the Sixth Japan-
Australia 2+2 Foreign and Defence Ministers’
Consultations to discuss how to strengthen
political and security cooperation. Prime
Minister Turnbull, who recently met Prime

Minister Abe at the G20, is also keen to visit
Japan as soon as possible.

Our common values and interests make Australia
and Japan natural partners in international
forums. We welcome Japan’s election to the UN
Security Council for the term 2016-17. Building
on Australia’s experience during its 2013-14
term, I look forward to working closely with
Japan over the next year.

In September 2015, I welcomed the passage of
Japan’s revised security legislation. Japan has
been a positive and constructive contributor to
the global community for nearly 70 years and
our defence forces have worked closely together
in Iraq, Timor-Leste, Pakistan, Cambodia and
more recently, in South Sudan.

Japan has been a great supporter of the
Australian Government’s overseas study
program, the New Colombo Plan, with more than
1,000 Australian students set to study in Japan
by 2016. By substantially increasing the number
of young Australians undertaking university
studies and internships in the region, the New
Colombo Plan is fostering stronger people-to-
people and institutional links and developing the
knowledge and skills that Australia will need to
succeed in Asia in the decades ahead.

My desire to send more young Australians
abroad complements Prime Minister Abe's
aim to double the number of foreign students
studying in Japan by 2020 and it is my hope
Australian students will play a part in helping
Japan achieve this goal.

Australia looks forward to forging even closer
ties with Japan in 2016.
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