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It is with great pleasure that I convey my
best wishes for the New Year to the Japanese
community of Western Australia and to all
readers of The Perth Express.

Western Australia has always drawn strength
from the rich cultures and traditions of people
from all different backgrounds. Japan and
Western Australia have a deep and broad
relationship, and The Perth Express plays an
important role in highlighting and enhancing
community links.

Western Australia and Japan enjoy cultural
and trade ties, enhanced by trade and
investment in our resources sector, and a
strong Sister-State relationship with Hyogo
Prefecture, now in its 34th year, along with
a number of Sister Cities. The growth of our
mutually beneficial relationship is a testament
to our commitment to working together.

As this month marks the 20th Anniversary of
the Great Hanshin Awaji Earthquake whose
widespread devastation is remembered by
our State, I express my solidarity with the
people of Japan who showed extraordinary
courage and resilience through this tragedy
and a remarkable determination in rebuilding
devastated areas.

In welcoming the beginning of a new year,
we also celebrate the last, which saw a

reaffirmation of Western Australia’s vital
friendship with Japan.

Western Australian trade with Japan, our
second largest trading partner, continues
to thrive and Japanese companies have a
very welcome presence in our State in many
different sectors. I look forward to further
opportunities developing in 2015.

In July, I had the pleasure of welcoming Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe to Western Australia
for the first time where we discussed further
broadening the relationship beyond the
traditional industries of minerals, energy and
agriculture.

This past year also saw the conclusion of
the Japan-Australia Economic Partnership
Agreement which will benefit both Western
Australia and Japan through enhanced market
access and stronger economic ties going
forward.

Under the Sister-State relationship, the
Western Australia-Hyogo Banshu Fashion
Textile Program, now entering its fourth
year, offered international exposure for three
young talented Western Australian fashion
designers through its scholarship program
and showcased the garment collections at
ENEX100.

With more than 3,500 Japan-born residents
and 4,500 people with Japanese ancestry in
Western Australia, our State is well positioned
to build on these shared connections and
ensure a close and collaborative partnership
between Japan and Western Australia.

I look forward to hearing more of the many
wonderful events being planned for 2015
and to continuing to foster the harmonious
relationship between our State and Japan.

I wish you a Happy New Year and may 2015
bring happiness, health and prosperity for The
Perth Express and all its readers.
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