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The Hon. Mr. Tony Abbott MP

Prime Minister of Australia
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I send my best wishes to staff and readers of
The Perth Express for a happy New Year.

This is a time to gather with family and
friends and to look forward with optimism to
2015.

2014 has been a good year for the relationship
between Australia and Japan. Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe was welcomed to our country on
two occasions and in April I led a business
delegation to Japan.

On each occasion, Prime Minister Abe and
I expressed our commitment to deepening
the Australia-Japan relationship — and this
included finalising the historic Japan Australia
Economic Partnership Agreement.

Japan is our second-largest trading partner

with two-way trade valued at over $70
billion. This Agreement will take advantage
of Australia’s strengths and drive economic
growth and job creation.

Our two countries’ partnership is a lesson for
the world in how international trust, respect
and peaceful association can yield greater
prosperity for all.

This is also an opportunity to acknowledge
the significant contribution the Australian-
Japanese community makes to our country.
There are over 50,000 people of Japanese
ancestry living in Australia and I pay tribute
to their role in strengthening the people-to-
people links between Australia and Japan.

The relationship between our two countries
continues to go from strength to strength and
the Australian-Japanese community is an
important part of that.

Let us look forward to all that we can achieve
over the next 12 months as we continue to
build a strong, prosperous economy for a safe,
secure Australia for all.

I wish everyone a safe and prosperous 2015.
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