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The Hon. Mr. Colin Barnett MLA
Premier of Western Australia
Minister for State Development of Western Australia
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Season’s greetings to the Japanese community
of Western Australia and readers of The Perth
Express.

Western Australia enjoys strong trade and
cultural ties with Japan, enhanced by trade
and investment in resources, and a sister-state
relationship with Hyogo province (now in its
31st year) and nine sister-city relationships.

Our relationship extends more than 100
years, with the commencement of fishing and
pearling activities in the State. A trip north to
Broome is all one needs to be reminded of our
links.

The trade relationship between the two
countries had a slow start in the 1930s. There
was some mining trade in 1937 (ore from
Koolan Island in Yampi Sound) but this trade
really advanced in the early 1960s. Today
look how far that trade in iron ore has gone.

While iron ore continues to be a mainstay,
there has been an expansion of business and
trade into many other products and sectors,
including gas, agriculture and education.

This year there have been several major
projects underwritten by Japanese investment,
these include magnetite, port development
and expansion of iron ore mines.

Japanese companies have a strong presence
in Western Australia. In 2012 the Bank of
Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ Ltd and JGC Oceania
Pty Ltd (of the JGC Group) opened offices in
Perth.

Japanese companies of course have a physical
presence in Australia, and this presence is
reflected in the membership of the Japan
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (JCCIP)
which has more than 50 member businesses,
both Japanese and Australian.

In the agricultural sector, Japan is Western
Australia’s main export market, with wheat,
barley, hay and malt comprising some of the
major products.

The strong bond is also apparent in the
education sector. There are 19 Western
Australian schools that have Japanese sister-
school relationships. Japanese is taught in 104
primary and 38 Western Australia secondary
schools. At the year 11 and 12 level there are
more students studying Japanese in public
schools than any other language.

At a tertiary level, the University of Western
Australia has collaborated since 2008 with
Kobe University (Hyogo) in health science
and bioengineering, with annual forums a
feature of the partnership.

At the end of all these partnerships there
are the personal relationships that develop
and enhance our understanding of, and
appreciation for, each other. That, at the end
of the day, is cause for celebration.

My Government and I look forward to
growing the relationship further in the
coming years. I wish you all a happy, safe and
prosperous 2013.
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