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The Hon. Ms. Julia Gillard MP
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It is with great pleasure that I send my very

best New Year wishes to readers and staff of
The Perth Express.

The New Year period is a welcome
opportunity to enjoy a well-earned rest,
spend time with family, get in touch with
old friends, appreciate the good fortune we
have enjoyed over the past year, and to look
forward to the year ahead.

For the Japanese community it is also a time
to observe special New Year traditions, with
foods like osechi and mochi, and activities
reflecting your rich cultural heritage. Customs
like these, brought from across the world,
contribute to the vibrancy of our multicultural
nation.

Throughout the history of Australia, people
from every different background and faith
have worked together to build a diverse
society where all of us are free to express our
cultures under the protective umbrella of our
shared values. What better time than now to
reflect on this legacy.

As we celebrate this joyous period, we can

continue to open our hearts and embrace
the spirit of the holiday season: one of hope,
goodwill, generosity and gratitude for the
love of family and friends.

It is with this in mind that I once again send
my best wishes for a safe and prosperous
New Year to staff and readers of The Perth
Express.
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