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Mr. Tatsuo Ishikawa
Consul-General of Japan in Perth
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To the readers of The Perth Express, 1 wish you all
a Happy New Year.

This is my first time to welcome in the New Year
in Perth, having begun my term here in April last
year. In March, the Great East Japan Earthquake
struck Japan, but through charity events such as
those held by Friends of Japan in April, and the
solidarity and warm support received from the
Western Australian government and people, the
efforts to rebuild Japan are continuing.

Last November, the Japanese community in Perth
and various Japan-related organisations came
together to hold a charity event to support this
re-building. People from the Japanese Antarctic
research ship, JS Shirase, also attended, and
the event was a great success that still remains
fresh in my mind. Also in November, a World
of Food Festival was held, organised by the
Consular Corps of Western Australia and held
in the gardens of Government House. The
Consulate-General of Japan in Perth took part,
with staff serving Japanese food and providing
cooking demonstrations, as a way of expressing
appreciation for the support received from the
Western Australian public following the Great
East Japan Earthquake.

Western Australia and Japan have a history of
exchange that stretches back more than a hundred
years. This relationship continues to strengthen
in all fields, including politics, economics and
culture. In March last year, Premier Colin
Barnett made his second trip to Japan since
becoming Premier. In July, the former Prime
Minister of Japan, Yasuo Fukuda, came to Perth
to chair the ‘Boao Forum’ and in November, a
Memorandum of Understanding between the
Government of Western Australia and the Japan
Bank for International Cooperation was signed
to build a comprehensive strategic partnership.
These kinds of exchanges are important steps for
both Western Australia and Japan to take their
relationship to yet another level, and I hope they
provide an impetus for the development of various
future projects in Western Australia. Academic
and cultural exchanges have also been vigorous.
Last year, events were held to mark the 30th
anniversaries of both the sister state relationship
between Western Australia and Hyogo Prefecture,
and the sister city relationship between the Shire
of Broome and Taiji Town. I hope that such
exchanges based on sister-state and sister-city
relationships, and the sharing of Japanese culture
through Japanese language education and other
means, will flourish in the future as well.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan invited
Australian former prisoners of war from the
Second World War to Japan in November and
December as part of its reconciliation efforts. One
West Australian was among those to go to Japan,
where he visited places of significance to the
war, participated in exchanges with local citizens
and took part in traditional cultural activities.
I am very pleased he was able to have these
experiences.

When the opportunity has risen, I have visited
various places in Western Australia, including
Broome, the Pilbara, Geraldton and Busselton.
In these places I have felt the history of their
exchanges with Japan, the abundance of resources
and nature, and the warmth of the people.
CHOGM was hosted successfully in the capital of
Perth last October, and I feel its importance as an
international city will grow further and further.
At the beginning of the new year, I am resolved to
the continuous improvement of consular services
to Japanese people in Western Australia, and hope
to further strengthen the relationship between
Japan and this state which boasts both a rich
history and future.

I would like to finish my New Year greeting by
saying I sincerely hope that this year is a good one
for the readers of The Perth Express.
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