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H.E. Mr. Shigekazu Sato

Japanese Ambassador to Australia
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Happy new year to all the readers of The Perth
Express! Since assuming the post of Ambassador
of Japan to Australia in August 2010, this is my
second New Year in Australia. Please allow me to
express my best wishes for the new year.

Looking back last year, in January there was
massive damage caused by floods in Queensland
and Victoria. I still remember that I, as the
Japanese Ambassador, felt the supportive activities
for the damage by the Japanese communities in
various areas were enlightening and encouraging.

In February, a big earthquake occurred in
Christchurch and we, the Embassy and the
Consulates in Australia, sent some staff members
out to assist the rescue operation.

In a series of natural disasters, the Tohoku region
in Japan experienced a powerful earthquake
and violent tsunami on March 11, in which a
tremendous number of people lost their lives. All
of us were horrified at the scene of the affected
areas on the TV. Many people could not do
anything other than try to communicate with their

families and friends. To make matters worse the
earthquake and tsunami caused problems with the
Tokyo Electric Power Company’s nuclear power
plant in Fukushima. I would like, once again, to
express my sincere condolences to the victims
of the disaster. Also, I would like to convey my
sympathy to those who are still forced to live in
severe conditions.

Immediately after the disaster many heartfelt
offers of support and sympathy were expressed by
both the Australian government and the people of
Australia to those affected people and areas. To
be more concrete, the dispatch of the Australian
Urban Search and Rescue Team, the deployment
of three C-17 Globemaster aircraft for transporting
relief supplies and the generous donation of $10
million AUD as well as offering scholarship
programs for students from the Australian
Government. In addition countless schools, NGOs
and people in Australia as well organized various
fundraising activities to support victims of the
disaster. On behalf of the Japanese Government
I would like to express my gratitude once again
for such generous and kind support. Through
supportive activities in these series of natural
disasters the tight bonds of friendship between the
Japanese people and Australian people could not be
more apparent.

Last April, Prime Minister Gillard visited Japan
and was the first foreign head of government to
visit the disaster-affected areas since the Great
East Japan Earthquake struck. I accompanied her
during her visit and I will never forget the smiles
on the faces of the children who received toy
koalas from Prime Minister Gillard. Her visit was
welcomed with many messages of appreciation in
Japan and a tremendous success.

During her visit Prime Minister Gillard met with
then Prime Minister Naoto Kan. Both leaders
agreed to furthering cooperation in the areas
of security including disaster preparedness and
response, nuclear safety, development of clean
energy, and to furthering negotiations aimed at
ratifying comprehensive and mutually beneficial
bilateral economic partnership agreement (EPA).
These measures were confirmed by Prime Minister
Gillard and Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda, who
took office in September, and are determined to
address to further deepen the relationship between
Australia and Japan.

Japan is going through the process of
reconstruction. In response to the warm support
extended from around the globe, including
Australia, Japan is resolved to rebuild and
revitalize as strongly and quickly as possible.
The government of Japan will adopt all possible
measures to achieve this goal.

In closing, I sincerely hope 2012 will be prosperous
for the readers of The Perth Express.
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