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I am delighted to wish the Japanese community and
readers of The Perth Express a very happy New Year.

For those of you who are visiting from Japan, I extend
my warmest welcome to Perth and I trust you will
enjoy the diversity of Western Australia’s spectacular
coastline, beautiful Swan River, popular vineyards
and unique outback.

Australia is a nation of rich cultural and linguistic
diversity. Today, we have over 3000 persons born
in Japan and over 4000 persons with Japanese
ancestry living in Western Australia, as well as
many West Australians with a strong interest in
Japan. The Perth Express provides an outstanding
service to this large and growing group.

Japan and Western Australia has a strong
relationship based on mutual understanding and
extensive economic, cultural and educational
links. Western Australia greatly values this
relationship and as Premier of Western Australia
I am committed to further enhancing our ties
and exploring new opportunities in our areas of
cooperation.

Over the past few years, we have worked
collaboratively to strengthen ties between Western
Australia and Japan, with particular focus in the
areas of mining, rare earth minerals, energy and
infrastructure development.

2011 saw the 30th anniversary of the sister state
relationship between Western Australia and Hyogo
Prefecture in Japan - WA’s longest Sister State
relationship.

In August, I was delighted to host a State Reception
for His Excellency Mr Toshizo Ido, Governor of
Hyogo Prefecture and the Governor’s Official Party.

To commemorate the milestone, Western Australia
gifted four Koalas to Awaji Farm Park and Hyogo
Prefecture hosted an official reception during my
visit to Japan in March 2011. Also, a Friendship
Agreement was signed between the Hyogo Board
of Education and the WA Department of Education
to strengthen relations and exchange activities.

As part of the commemoration, the Western
Australian Government sponsored two WA
runners to travel to Japan to compete in the Kobe
Marathon. Champion runners Tina Major and Todd
Ingraham represented WA in the race and placed
sixth and fifth in their respective categories.

The Sister State relationship has seen ties between
WA and Japan grow from what was initially largely
business connections in the steel industry to more
diverse economic, cultural and educational.

Western Australia and Japan have developed
12 Sister State, Sister City and Sister Port
relationships and numerous schools in Western
Australia have sister school relations with Japanese
counterparts.

I congratulate The Perth Express for its role in
strengthening cultural links and keeping the
community well informed.

My best wishes for 2012, may you enjoy a year
filled with good health, happiness and prosperity.
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