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The Hon. Ms. Julia Gillard MP
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It is with great pleasure that I send warm New Year
greetings to readers and staff of The Perth Express.

The Perth Express plays an important role in our
vibrant multicultural society; connecting Japanese
Australians with their ancestry, language and
culture and keeping its readers informed of local
and international news and events. The publication
also does much to nurture the links between our
peoples that underpin the relationship between
Australia and Japan; one of our closest friends in
Asia.

Today, our relationship is characterised by shared
values and broad political and economic links.
Japan is Australia's second largest export market,
and our nations share a commitment to democratic
values, human rights, freedom and the rule of law.
We are also close partners in the region and the
world - working together closely in forums in such
as the G-20, APEC and the East Asia Summit.

I wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge
the significant contribution made by Japanese
Australians to shaping our nation’s society,
economy and identity over the long period since at
least the 1870’s. This influence is wide and deep;
covering fields as diverse as government, science,
cinema, sport, food and the arts. Significantly, it
has helped to make Australia the nation it is today.

The New Year period is a perfect time to reflect on
the year that has passed, spend quality time with
loved ones, offer thanks for all the good fortune
which Australia has enjoyed over the past year and
look forward to the challenges ahead. I once again
send my best wishes to staff and readers of The
Perth Express and trust that you will have a safe
and prosperous 2012.
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