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To the residents of Perth and the vast State of
Western Australia: Happy New Year!

I am Kazu Sato, and I assumed the post
of Ambassador of Japan to Australia on
the 26th of August, 2010. Dozo yoroshiku
onegaishimasu - please allow me to express my
best wishes in this letter.

There are about 6,600 Japanese people staying
in Western Australia. [ would like to express
my heartfelt appreciation to all residents
of Western Australia for all their efforts in
building up Japan-Australia relationship.

As you know, there were political
transformations in both Japan and Australia
last year. The Gillard government was
confirmed on the 14th of September, and
almost simultaneously, Prime Minister Kan’
s second Cabinet was established on the 17th
of September through the Democratic Party
representative election.

I am convinced that the relationship between
Japan and Australia, as a comprehensive and
strategic partnership which includes political,
economic, and security ties, will continue to
develop more under the new governments of
both countries.

As an example of the furthering of the
Japan-Australia relationship under our new
governments, [ would like to briefly talk about
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Minister of Foreign Affairs of Japan Mr. Seiji
Macehara’s visit to Australia in November.
The trip to Australia was the Minister’s first
bilateral visit since his assumption of office last
September, signifying Japan’s policy of placing
importance on Australia.

Minister Maehara left Japan on the night of
the 22nd of November and arrived in Canberra
midmorning on the 23rd of November,
returning to Japan in the evening of the same
day. In that rush schedule, he held meetings
with Dr. Craig Emerson, Minister for Trade;
Mr. Kevin Rudd, Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Ms. Julia Gillard, Prime Minister of
Australia.

In the economic area, Minister Maehara
emphasized that Australia is an important
country for the three pillars of Japan’s
economic diplomacy, namely a free trade
system, a stable supply of resources, energy,
and foods, and the development of overseas
infrastructure. For the areas of resource and
infrastructure in particular, he stated that
he hoped to enhance political dialogue with
Australia. The Australian side expressed its
readiness to assure a long-term stable supply of
rare earth metals to Japan. Both governments
agreed to launch a fresh start to negotiations
for an Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA)
and are now in the process of scheduling the
12th EPA negotiations for early next year. In
addition, both countries held discussions on the
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP).

On the issue of political ties, both countries
reaffirmed the intention to enhance
cooperative security relations and also to
further develop trilateral cooperation among
Japan, the United States, and Australia for the
stability of the region. In the area of nuclear
disarmament and non-proliferation, both
governments released a “Joint statement on
nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation”.
Regarding North Korea’s artillery attack
against Yeonpyeong Island, which occurred
during Minister’s Visit, both governments
agreed that upon further confirmation of
facts, they would respond to the incident in
coordination with the ROK and other countries
concerned.

Minister Maehara explained that Japan’s
scientific whaling was a legitimate scientific
research activity conducted in line with the
International Convention for the Regulation
of Whaling. While expressing regret
for Australia’s action to file a suit at the
International Court of Justice, he emphasized
that he intended to manage the whaling issue
carefully so as to prevent it from undermining
excellent Japan-Australia relations as a whole.

In closing, I would like to congratulate The
Perth Express for its role in keeping the
Japanese community well informed.

I sincerely wish that all of you and your
families enjoy a prosperous 2011 filled with
good health.



