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I am delighted to wish the Japanese
community and readers of The Perth Express
a very happy New Year.

For those of you who are visiting from Japan,
I extend my warmest welcome to Perth and I
trust you will enjoy the diversity of Western
Australia’s spectacular coastline, beautiful
Swan River, popular vineyards and unique
outback.

Australia is a nation of rich cultural and
linguistic diversity. Today, we have over 3,000
persons born in Japan and over 4,000 persons
with Japanese ancestry living in Western
Australia, as well as many West Australians
with a strong interest in Japan. The Perth
Express provides an outstanding service to
this large and growing group.

Japan and Western Australia has a strong
relationship based on mutual understanding
and extensive economic, cultural and
educational links. Western Australia greatly
values this relationship and as Premier
of Western Australia I am committed to
further enhancing our ties and exploring new
opportunities in our areas of cooperation.

This year we have worked collaboratively to
strengthen ties between Western Australia
and Japan, with particular focus in the areas
of mining, rare earth minerals, energy and
infrastructure development.

Japan is Western Australia’s second largest
trading partner, with total bilateral trade
valued at $16.5 billion in 2009-10. Japan
is Western Australia’s largest customer of
liquefied natural gas and a significant buyer
of iron ore. Whilst the increasing value
of the Australian dollar against the Yen is
impacting upon the Japanese market, exports
from Western Australia continue to remain
strong. I eagerly await the conclusion of
Australia-Japan Free Trade Agreement (FTA)

negotiations which will bring significant
trade and investment opportunities for both
countries.

I was delighted to welcome the Japanese
State-Secretary of Foreign Affairs Mr. Yutaka
Banno to Perth in December 2010, which
followed the visit by the Japanese Foreign
Minister Mr. Seiji Maehara to Australia in
November 2010. Earlier in the year Perth was
also visited by the then-Japanese Minister
for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Katsuya Okada.
These visits demonstrate Japan’s strong
and enduring commitment to enhancing
Australia-Japan relations.

Other highlights from last year include
a visit from a student delegation of the
Kobe Japan-Australia Society and the
10th anniversary celebration of Osaka
Gas Australia Pty Ltd, which was the first
Japanese utility to establish an office in Perth.

Western Australia and Japan have developed
12 Sister State, Sister City and Sister Port
relationships and numerous schools in
Western Australia have sister school relations
with Japanese counterparts.

Western Australia and Hyogo Prefecture
are now in the 30th year of their Sister
State relationship. To celebrate this special
anniversary, the State Government introduced
a new scholarship program which will assist
Western Australian fashion and design
graduates to establish links with the Japanese
traditional textile industry. Six fashion and
design students will travel to Japan in 2011
to work with world-class Banshu textile
manufacturers. [ thank Hyogo for their
generosity in supporting this program.

I congratulate The Perth Express for its role
in strengthening cultural links and keeping
the community well informed.

My best wishes for 2011, may you enjoy a
year filled with good health, happiness and
prosperity.
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