The Hon. Ms. Julia Gillard MP
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It gives me great pleasure to extend New
Year greetings to the staff, management and
readers of The Perth Express.

I congratulate all those involved with The
Perth Express for the service the magazine
provides in improving cultural exchange
between the Japanese and Australian
community in Western Australia.

The Japanese community has made
significant social and cultural contributions
to Australia and I would like to congratulate
Japanese-Australians for these achievements.
All Australians have a special place in
their hearts for the country in which they
were born. One of the joys of being part
of our culturally diverse community is the
opportunity to witness and participate in the
many traditions that people bring with them
when they settle in Australia.

At the international level, Japan has been
Australia’s closest and most consistent
friend in the region over many years, and
the two countries share a strong partnership
drawing on important economic, security and
community ties — all based on a remarkable
story of reconciliation and understanding.

The beginning of a new year is a time for
families and friends to come together and
celebrate in the spirit of community and
give thanks that we live in such a wonderful
country. Once again, [ would like to wish the
staff, management and readers of The Perth
Express a very safe, happy and prosperous
2011.
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